
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your Child’s Learning Journey 

AUTUMN 2024 
An overview of the curriculum for the term ahead for Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ENGLISH 
In wri'ng, we will focus on the genres of narra%ve wri%ng on the theme of journeys, persuasive 
wri%ng, and wri%ng instruc%ons. 

By the end of the unit we intend for all children in Year 1 to do the following independently: 

• form lower-case le9ers in the correct direc'on, star'ng and finishing in the right place  
• punctuate some sentences correctly using a capital le9er and a full stop 
• Turn spoken words into sounds and then le9ers, spelling some words correctly. 

 

MATHEMATICS 
In Year 1 and 2 children will be working on three units this term – Number and Place Value, Addi%on 
and Subtrac%on, and Shape. 

In Number, we aim to ensure all Year 1 children: 

 

In Addi%on and Subtrac%on, we aim to ensure all Year 1 children: 

       

 Count forwards and backwards in mul'ples of 2, 5 and 10, up to 10 mul'ples, beginning with any 
mul'ple, and count forwards and backwards through the odd numbers. 

       

 Compose numbers to 10 from 2 parts, and par''on numbers to 10 into parts, including recognising odd 
and even numbers 

       

 Read, write and interpret equa'ons containing addi'on (+), subtrac'on (−) and equals (=) symbols, and 
relate addi've expressions and equa'ons to real-life contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Know that 10 tens are equivalent to 1 hundred, and that 100 is 10 'mes the size of 10; apply this to 
iden'fy and work out how many 10s there are in other three-digit mul'ples of 10. 

      

Recognise the place value of each digit in three-digit numbers, and compose and decompose three-digit 
numbers using standard and non-standard par''oning. 



 

In Shape, we aim to ensure all Year 1 children: 

 

Recognise common 2D and 3D shapes presented in different orienta'ons, and know that rectangles, 
triangles, cuboids and pyramids are not always similar to one another. 

     

Compose 2D and 3D shapes from smaller shapes to match an example, including manipula'ng shapes to 
place them in par'cular orienta'ons. 

 

 

ART: 
Autumn 1 – Portrait Pain%ng 

In this art and design project, children explore the theme of portraiture. They learn about the concept of a 
‘portrait’ and examine examples from a variety of ar>sts and styles. The project introduces them to ‘collage’, 
encouraging the use of paper, fabric, and digital tools to create whimsical ‘funny face’ portraits. They study 
how different facial features and expressions can make a portrait engaging, and use various textured 
materials to create a self-portrait, adding details like eyebrows, teeth, lips, and hair. 

DT 
Autumn 2 – Shelter Building 

In this design and technology project, children learn about different types of shelters and their func>ons, 
no>ng their similari>es and differences. They revisit the names and proper>es of materials introduced in the 
Early Years and the Year 1 science project, Everyday Materials, to understand why these materials are used in 
various shelters. 

Children are introduced to design criteria and create a prototype shelter to meet specific requirements. They 
then design a play den according to a set of criteria and work in supervised groups to build it, focusing on 
construc>ng, strengthening, and securing materials safely. They verbally evaluate their construc>on, make 
adjustments and improvements, and then assess their final product. 

 

 

RE 
Lead Us Not Into Tempta%on 

This unit takes a mul'disciplinary approach to exploring the concept of tempta'on and how people 
choose between right and wrong. It contributes to personal development and learning how we make 
personal choices. Stories from different religions illustrate the consequences of making right or wrong 
choices; pupils should iden'fy similari'es and the ways these stories are the basis of rules in society, 
leading to discussion about how we treat people and the value of the individual. 

In the second half of term, children will revisit and explore the na'vity story and its significance. 



 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 
Autumn 1 - Computer Systems and Networks – “Technology All Around Us” 

Learners will develop their understanding of technology and how it can help them in their everyday 
lives. They will become more familiar with the different components of a computer and developing their 
keyboard and mouse skills. Learners will also consider how to use technology responsibly and who to 
ask for help if they see any content or comments online that make them feel uncomfortable. 

Autumn 2 – “Digital Photography” 

Learners will learn to recognise that different devices can be used to capture photographs and will gain 
experience capturing, edi'ng, and improving photos. Finally, they will use this knowledge to recognise 
that images they see may not be real. 

 

HISTORY: 
In the Childhood project, your child will learn words and phrases related to the passage of >me. They will 
explore artefacts to help them to understand childhood in the past and how childhood has changed over 
>me. They will explore the six stages of life and explore >melines and family trees. Everyday life in the 1950s 
will be explored, including shopping, transport, family life and childhood. They will also learn about the 
significance of Queen Elizabeth II's corona>on in 1953 by studying photographs and online sources. The 
children will use maps to explore how places have changed over >me and highlight any similari>es or 
differences between childhood today and childhood in the 1950s. At the end of the project, they will create 
knowledge organisers for children who are about to study the topic of childhood. 

 

SCIENCE: 
Autumn 1 – Everyday Materials 

In the Everyday Materials project, your child will learn that materials are what objects are made from. They 
will observe and iden>fy objects made from different materials in places familiar to them, such as their home 
and school. They will name and use their senses to explore a range of natural materials using hand lenses and 
digital microscopes, learning that natural materials come from the world around us, including the ground, 
plants and animals. They will name and use their senses to explore a range of objects made from human-
made materials, learning that they are new materials made by people from natural materials. They will write 
scien>fic ques>ons about a chosen object made from a human-made material, its features and its use in the 
object, revisi>ng their ques>ons during the project to see if they can iden>fy the answers as their knowledge 
builds over >me. They will compare a range of objects made from different materials, puTng them into 
groups according to their similari>es and differences and explaining their groups. They will iden>fy the 
proper>es of a range of materials, learning that materials can be described by their proper>es and that a 
property is a quality material that makes it suitable for a par>cular use. They will follow instruc>ons and 
conduct various tests to determine different materials' proper>es. They will complete Venn diagrams, sor>ng 
objects according to the proper>es of their materials. They will complete their learning by inves>ga>ng 
materials to determine which have suitable proper>es to make bun>ng, which will be used to decorate the 
school grounds. 

 

 



 

Autumn 2 – Human Senses 

In the Human Senses project, your child will learn that humans are animals called mammals that 
breathe, eat, sleep, get rid of waste, grow, move and use their senses to survive. They will iden'fy, label 
and count a range of body parts. They will learn that humans are the same in that they have the same 
body parts but also that they are different due to factors such as age, skin colour, body shape, eye colour 
and hair texture. They will also learn that some humans have missing body parts or parts that don’t 
work well. Your child will learn that each human body part has a func'on that helps us survive, focusing 
on the parts associated with the five senses: sight, smell, hearing, touch and taste. They will conduct 
simple tests to inves'gate how their five senses help them make sense of and understand their 
surroundings. They will discuss the importance of each sense and learn how senses keep people safe 
from dangers. They will discover how people with sensory loss use tools, technology, and other senses 
to complete everyday tasks, asking a visitor with a sensory loss ques'ons on the subject. Your child will 
conduct various inves'ga'ons, focusing on their sense of touch and complete simple tests to learn why 
animals, including humans, have two eyes and binocular vision. 

 

MUSIC 
Autumn 1 Musical Me  

Children will learn to iden'fy the difference between the pulse and rhythm of a song and consolidate 
their understanding of these concepts through listening and performing ac'vi'es.  They will make 
movements that are appropriate to the pulse and tempo of a piece of music. 

 

Autumn 2 Tempo – Snail and Mouse 

Children will use their bodies and instruments to listen and respond to pieces of music with fast and 
slow speeds; learn and perform a rhyme and a song focusing on fast and slow tempo. 

 

PSHCE 
In our PSHE lessons we’ll explore the following key themes: 

Jealousy 

• How do we experience feelings and emo'ons in our bodies?  
• Who can support us with our feelings/emo'ons?  
• How can we reduce the unpleasant effects of nega've emo'ons?  
• Can you describe the feeling of jealousy? 

 

Water spillage 

• What are you responsible for?  
• What new things may you be responsible for as you grow?  
• How can we prevent accidents?  

How can we be responsible in the classroom? 



 

 

Road safety 

• What do you need to keep safe from?  
• Who keeps us safe?  
• How can we keep ourselves and others safe?  
• How can we stay safe from sun rays?  
• Can you list some road safety rules?  
• How can you cross a road safely?  
• How can you stay safe in a vehicle? 

 

PE 
In this first term your child will learn about movement pa9erns, working in dance and gymnas'c 
exercise through the themed conceptual learning topic “We’re Going to the Zoo – Part 2.”  Their teacher 
will blend PE instruc'on with storytelling over a series of lessons. 

 


